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From the Editor CONTENTS 
Sunday, November 8, is or was (depending when you receive the Visitor] 
Stewardship Sunday. Some time ago I saw an article the message of which 
was "Let's stop talking about stewardship and begin talking about money." 
Of course we all know that Christian Stewardship is more than money-but it 
is at least that. And it is so easy to be quite pious about stewardship of life in 
general and rather casual about money in particular. 
The Poverty of God 
Bishop E. J. Swalm considers why so much of the Church's program and 
ministry suffers because of lack of funds. If this was true when written three 
years ago it is even more true today as we read of reduced budgets and 
desperate appeals. 
We've Lost the Uneasy Feeling 
One of the causes of "God's poverty" is the spending habit of His children. 
Mrs. Wiebe holds a mirror up to our living and spending patterns. There is 
Christian truth in Wordsworth's romantic sonnet: 
"The world is too much with us; late and soon 
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers;" 
The Call of the Canadian Congress 
In Bishop Sider's report we catch some of the enthusiasm and significance 
of this landmark congress. We pray that the benefits of the congress will drift 
southward. 
Missions 
Another heart warming account of the Grace of God and the power of the 
Gospel comes to us from Japan in "Something to Live For." The human side 
of missions is seen as missionaries study and work to "Break the Language 
Barrier." 
College 
In recent years the community press has "discovered" Messiah College. The 
article on page eleven appeared on page one of the Harrisburg Evening News. 
We share it with our readership and the constituency of Messiah College. 
A Good Marriage: An Achievement 
In my pastoral days we planned a number of Home and Family 
Conferences. As part of one of these conferences we planned a session on 
developing a mature marriage relationship. I was able to resist on that 
ocassion the temptation to entitle the topic: "Does Your Marriage Go Good, 
Like a Good Marriage Should?" Well, does it? If it does, it did not do so 
without effort—as this article points out. Whether it is running smooth or 
sputtering you will benefit from this article. 
Reflections-Summer Service '70 
Not all news is bad news. There is still much news that is good. We share on 
the Youth Page some good news of good youth in a good cause. 
Questions 
The bishop of the Central Conference, our former editor, and our friend 
and colleague with office just across the hall, shares a concern with the 
church in "Between Brethren." 
COVER: The old and the young and the Gospel in Japan. The 
photographs show Mr. Schikawa, age 86, reading a Gospel tract in his 
one room apartment, 9 ft. by 9 ft., where he lives with his wife, and the 
children in the kindergarten classroom and on the playground. (Turn to 
page eight for another glimpse of Japan.) 
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Editorial 
Let's Talk about Money 
We have a rather general agreement on principles. It is in 
their application that differences arise. We believe in 
"liberty and justice for all" but as a people we are divided 
right down the middle on the application. We consider 
modesty a Christian virtue but its application is another 
matter. The principle of stewardship is commonly recog-
nized as a biblical concept and a Christian truth; but 
convert this principle to dollars and cents and one is 
accused of a superficial view of stewardship. 
No matter if the principle is love, modesty, temperance, 
equality, justice, or stewardship, unless that principle 
becomes practical it is of no earthly, or for that matter, 
heavenly good. If the road to hell is paved with good 
intentions, its road bed is built of lofty principles. Although 
mindful of the wider ramifications of stewardship let's talk 
about money. 
Let's talk about money because the Bible talks about it. 
In fact the Bible places a special significance on money. In 
certain cases prosperity was an evidence of God's approval. 
In other situations—especially the prophets—wealth was 
suspect and God identified with those who did not have it. 
The New Testament warns against the desire for wealth and 
the love of riches. Jesus warned of its tendency to keep a 
man out of the kingdom. Paul made a rather broad and 
sweeping statement when he said that "The love of money 
is the root of all evil." 
We are not suggesting that we should take vows of 
poverty. But we believe that the Bible points out that 
money relates in a unique way to our spiritual lives. Wealth 
or money has religious significance. It becomes the object 
of our faith and love. For it we give our lives. It brings 
power. It provides security. It purchases service. Its 
possession gives status and prestige. It gratifies pride. It 
replaces God. Paul writes "Beware of covetousness, which is 
idolatry." 
Now the point of all this is that when stewardship does 
not come to grips with money it has failed to come to grips. 
So let's talk about money because Jesus talked about it and 
it is such a crucial part of our spiritual lives. 
How Much? 
Norman Wingert has written an interesting poem entitled 
"Countdown" in which he contrasts man's view of life and 
God's view. 
My days are numbered 
And God knows the sum; 
While I count up the years, 
He counts down. 
As man "counts up" the years he has lived, God "counts 
down" the years he has left. It is so with stewardship. Man 
measures by what is given. God measures by what is left. 
This was the basis of Christ's commendation of the widow 
who gave her two mites while the rich threw great amounts 
into the treasury. 
And most of us have considerable left—rather we keep a 
great deal for ourselves; for it takes so much for us to live. 
How many pairs of shoes can a man wear? How many coats 
does he have to have? It just could be that God is as 
concerned about the cost of a dress as He is its length; and 
the price of a suit as He is its color. 
Parkinson's second Law which states that "expenditures 
rise to meet income" is as true about our personal and 
family incomes as it is with institutions and government. If 
we suddenly had our salaries doubled most of us would find 
it just as difficult to pay our tithe. The demands on our 
money seem so necessary and reasonable. But the fact is 
that it takes so much for us to live—and the more we have, 
the more it takes. And church budgets suffer while ours 
soar. 
Where to? 
Responsible stewardship is not only concerned with the 
amount given or the amount retained, but also with the 
destination. Not all who say, "Lord, Lord," are doing His 
work. Some who do it, do it inefficiently—spending much 
of the dollar to raise a dollar resulting in a small percentage 
reaching the ultimate need. 
Some build up assets over which they retain family 
control. A well known evangelical radio personality who 
was prominent several decades ago in the eastern states died 
leaving an estate reported to be in excess of a million 
dollars—much of which was left to his sons who are without 
Christian motivation. Much of this estate was the result of 
sincere Christians sending God's money in response to radio 
appeals. Incidents even more disturbing could be docu-
mented. 
It is difficult to determine the true worth of a cause by 
the fervent and pious radio appeal or the attractive and 
persuasive brochures. Too many questions remain un-
answered. We know too little about the style of life of 
those who are seeking our support—in fact, God's money. 
We know too little about the spirit and effectiveness of the 
work—is it cooperative or divisive. Nor do we know what 
portion of the dollar, for which we are a stewards, arrives at 
the point of ultimate need. 
Ever so often one reads in the newspaper of the notorious 
"pigeon drop" in which a naive and trusting person (often 
an older person) turns over to a complete stranger a sizeable 
amount of cash in response to a convincing story and the 
promise of substantial gain. The results are predictable— 
both stranger and money disappear. We read and shake our 
heads at the credulity of some people. How could anyone 
be so naive. We would never give our money to a stranger! 
But are we as careful with God's money? In our investment 
of His funds are we as judicious as we are with our own? 
Obviously we do not have the time or the means to 
assure ourselves of the integrity of all the appeals which 
come to our attention. This points up the value of a 
brotherhood relationship. Here are programs—perhaps less 
glamorous but often more effective-over which through 
our own brethren we have control and knowledge. Those 
involved—administrator, teacher, nurse, evangelist—are 
known to the church and are from our own congregations 
and return to our churches. Their style and manner of life is 
known among us. These are not strangers. These are 
brethren known to us. 
Stewardship of God's resources calls for us to not only 
give sacrificially but to give wisely. As stewards we should 
give to those causes which build rather than divide; which 
increase the kingdom of God rather than a man's estate; 
and which are characterized by a sense of sacrifice 
consistent with the One whose name they bear; He who 
came not to be ministered unto but to minister taking upon 
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Bish. E. J. Swalm 
My text is found in Mai. 3:10. 
It may sound a trifle irreverent to 
speak about the poverty of God but I 
think the Scriptures will substantiate 
this fact. I know it takes courage to 
preach on giving. It takes courage to 
preach on many subjects that people do 
not want to hear. Paul says in the 
twentieth chapter of Acts, in his fare-
well message to the Ephesian Elders: "I 
have not shunned to declare the whole 
counsel of God." The inference is that 
he was tempted to do it. Many ministers 
are under severe temptation to avoid 
preaching on Stewardship. Quite frank-
ly, I enjoy it. I am going to mention 
three facts concerning God's poverty. 
We should remember that money is the 
nerve center of the earth. One transla-
tion of the scriptures says that "the love 
of apparent gain is the root of all evil." 
First I would set before you the Fact 
of God's poverty. Just stand around 
sometime and watch a Finance Commit-
tee wrestling with the finances of the 
church. Enter into some of the difficul-
ties of college presidents trying to make 
ends meet and you will find that there is 
a great poverty on God's part among His 
people. When God in Christ was walking 
This article is the condensed version of a 
sermon preached by Bishop Swalm in the 
Bridlewood Church (Toronto) on Steward-
ship, Sunday November 12, 1967. 
this earth He who helped to create the 
universe and put the water in the seas, 
was so poverty stricken that he sat on a 
well and asked a lady for a drink of 
water. Again it was said of Him that 
even though "He was rich yet for our 
sake He became poor that we through 
His poverty might become rich." 
But men will say, God is not poor, the 
cattle upon a thousand hills are His. 
True God is rich in heaven but He is 
poor on earth. He has temporarily per-
mitted the Prince of the power of the 
air to rob Him of some of His rights on 
this earth. God is not rich. He is many 
times poor because His cause has to 
suffer more than any other. It is said of 
the Lord Jesus, in fact He said it 
Himself, "the foxes have holes, the birds 
of the air have nests but the Son of God 
has nowhere to lay His head." You can 
see how poverty followed Him through 
life. They borrowed a manger to lay 
Him in when He was born. They bor-
rowed a beast to convey Him into town. 
They borrowed an Upper Room to eat 
the Last Supper and they laid Him in a 
borrowed tomb when He died. 
Second: The Cause of God's poverty: 
His poverty is caused because He does 
not get His rightful place. God loves 
justice. He shares with us and He desires 
to have His share of the world's rewards 
but He doesn't get it. The giving to His 
cause is very meager comparatively 
speaking. I am told that we spend more 
money on cosmetics or on dog and cat 
food in one year than we give to all the 
work of the church and this includes 
Jew, Catholic, and Protestant. I don't 
think that we ought to blame the users 
of alcohol and tobacco. It is true that 
when we talk about wasting God's 
money it is very easy for us to say 
something about those who are wasting 
it on alcohol or on cigarettes. True, we 
believe this is a waste of money but I 
don't think it is fair to put all the blame 
on them. Many respectable people, 
church members, folks whose influence 
and whose habits of life are above 
reproach are selfishly spending money 
on themselves and on things that are 
just as needless as are these people to 
which we referred. 
In the third place let me say a word in 
closing about the Cure for God's pover-
ty. There is a cure. Malachi urged the 
people of his day that if they want a 
revival there is a price to be paid. A 
revival can come. He lays down certain 
rules and things that must precede it. 
Among these conditions is the need to 
straighten out on the matter of giving to 
God His dues. He teaches them that 
regular and proportionate giving con-
cerning the tithe is a must and that they 
are to remember that we are to pay the 
tithe. It is not a matter of giving tithes. 
Some churches in calling a minister to 
fill their pulpits think that one of the 
great qualifications is his ability to raise 
money. This is too bad. A preacher 
should not be known as a beggar. And 
the church should not depend upon his 
ability to raise funds because this is 
every Christian's duty. And I say that 
the tithe is a minimum of fairness to the 
cause of God and of our responsibility 
to Him. 
I could point out the need of the 
tithing of our time. Many of us waste 
time which is really golden in the sight 
of God and which is given to us as a 
loan by His gracious hand. We ought to 
also tithe our talents—those distinctive 
and peculiar gifts that He has endowed 
us with. We ought to see that He gets 
His share of these priceless blessings in 
devoted service to Him in any particular 
or professional area. 
Let us not be guilty of contributing to 
making God poor on the earth. But 
rather let us as Christian people work 
for the alleviation of the poverty of 
God. 






Roy V. Sider 
The writer is the bishop of the Canadian 
Conference; the immediate past president of 
the Canadian Sunday School Association; and 
the denominational representative to the Na-
tional Holiness Association and one of the 
two representatives to the Mennonite Central 
Committee. 
The symbol of the Canadian Congress 
on Evangelism was an arrow circling the 
maple leaf and pointing forward. Pro-
phetically this spoke of a new thrust 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the 
land of the Maple Leaf. 
Literally from sea to sea 600 delegates 
from some 34 denominations converged 
on the nation's capital for five days of 
intensive consideration of evangelism. 
Nothing like it ever happened before. 
The Ottawa site was enhanced by the 
facilities of Chateau Laurier and the 
new National Arts Centre. Little oppor-
tunity was given for more than a fleet-
ing enjoyment of the scene for these 
people were here for prayer, work and 
witness. 
While all programme participants were 
committed to the Berlin Statement of 
1966 this was not true of all the 
delegates. This fact plus 25% of the 
assembly being under 30 provided lively 
discussion. 
One of the highlights of the Congress 
was the strong theological emphasis. 
The scholarly papers of Dr. Carl Henry, 
Dr. Kenneth Hamilton and others 
probed deeply into our basis for and 
expression of evangelism. 
It was encouraging to hear a United 
Church theologian declare the folly of 
". . . bypassing faith in Jesus Christ, 
whose incarnation has shown us the 
Father's love for the world and whose 
death and resurrection have revealed 
God's promises in Him to be yes and 
amen" (2 Cor. 1:20). And again to hear 
Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. F. D. Coggan, 
Archbishop of York declare ". . . apart 
from Jesus we have nothing to say—any 
evangelism which is not Christo-centric 
is not worthy of the name." The fa-
miliarity of some of these statements 
caused some delegates to feel we were 
wasting our time and should get on to 
techniques of getting the world evangel-
ized. They failed to realize the necessity 
of laying a sound doctrinal foundation 
for the benefit of some of our brethren 
in communions where foundations have 
been under attack. 
Much was said that spoke with impact 
to all. Dr. Leslie Hunt, Congress Chair-
man, called for an annihilation of self-
ishness. He declared, "Doing your own 
thing does not mean' 'Speak Lord for 
Thy servant heareth'." Archbishop 
Coggan further stirred us with the re-
minder that "One of the greatest temp-
tations of the church, or persons in the 
church, is to live in a ghetto where we 
know only people who think as we do." 
The need for evangelism within our 
borders was illustrated by Congress 
speaker M. Fernand St. Louis. He 
pointed out that no part of North 
America is in greater need and more 
open to the Gospel than French Canada. 
Here are 5,000,000 French Canadians, 
yet 90% of missionaries working in 
Quebec are working among the 10% 
English speaking population. "There 
are" St. Louis stated, "800 communities 
in Quebec without a Gospel witness." 
Dennis Clark of the World Evangelical 
Fellowship shared -reports of evangelism 
and global perspective. Canadian respon-
sibility to world evangelism was illus-
trated by the fact of a Canadian pass-
port being the most valued passport in 
the world—currently selling for $2,000 
on the black market. 
The eleven delegates from the Breth-
ren in Christ shared in discussions and 
were deeply moved in their responses. 
To quote several: 
"I personally have made a new 
commitment to Jesus Christ my Lord 
while at the Congress, and am very 
glad that 1 took the time to attend." 
—Basil Long 
"There the work of the Holy Spirit 
in many Canadian denominations 
came to light and we found we had 
evangelical brethren from sea to sea. 
There were differences of opinion 
and practice, but there was a strong 
feeling that we all had one Lord, and 
that all were concerned about His 
commission to make disciples."— 
Harold Nigh 
"The love for Jesus and the con-
cern for evangelism demonstrated by 
so many from such a wide range of 
theological backgrounds were a daily 
source of inspiration."—Ross Nigh 
"Youth involvement was unsur-
passed in either Berlin or Minneapo-
lis . . . The testimony presentations 
were potent. The congress should be 
an important link to Key '73."— 
Henry A. Ginder 
The heritage entrusted to the Breth-
ren in Christ was interestingly illustrated 
by the two major musical groups pres-
ent for the congress. One was the New 
Action Singers from Roberts Wesleyan, 
the other a Mennonite Choir from Win-
nipeg. The Brethren in Christ Church in 
Canada is enriched by the Canadian 
Congress on Evangelism. By the same 
token we are more responsible to help 
evangelize from sea to sea and around 
the world. 
Evangelical Visitor 
We've Lost the 
Uneasy Feeling 
Katie Funk Wiebe 
The chorus of voices that "a man's true life is not made 
up of the things he owns, no matter how rich he is" is 
getting louder. It is coming from both Christians and 
non-Christians. Who is passing this message along? 
A peace research scientist. In a Canadian newspaper I 
read that a prominent nuclear physicist gave up his job to 
devote his time to scientific peace research. For nearly 
three years he and his wife did without a regular salary 
while he worked on peace research. 
This meant quite a cutting back on their standard of 
living. They had to give up big things like a second car and 
full use of their home because part of it was converted into 
an apartment. They had to deny themselves little things like 
breakfast cream. Trips and unnecessary clothing were ruled 
out. They were willing to simplify their life style for the 
sake of values they considered more important. 
A Mennonite professor's family. After a year's sabbatical 
leave in the Holy Land and other countries, the "in" words 
for this family were "Simplify. Make do. Do without."— 
The family realized they needed to alter their style of life. 
Mrs. Miriam Sieber Lind writes in Christian Living that she 
thought they had lived simply heretofore, but found on 
their return they still had too much. To her, the sin of 
affluence became not merely having more than one needs, 
but using energy deciding which dress, which pan, which 
table service to use which would be better used to help 
human beings. 
Young people. The ones who hitchhiked from all over the 
country to attend a church convention and then housed 
themselves in the loft of an old hotel to protest the 
$l-8-a-day rooms at the convention center hotel. 
Regardless of the way the message comes out, the 
meaning is the same: something happens to human values 
when material things control our way of life. Though the 
church has officially preached voluntary Christian simplic-
ity, yet, as Orv Wiebe, counselor at Tabor College, told the 
faculty at their recent retreat, another message gets 
through. "We tell young people not to get hung up with 
money," he said, "yet we also tell them to make sure to 
have enough money to support a wife and family, to buy a 
house and car, to keep up the insurance, to buy braces for 
the children's teeth, and a flute when that time comes." 
Our twentieth century technology encourages us to keep 
buying and it is hard to resist. According to one writer, a 
modern principle seems to be that if there is a glut on the 
market, one must produce gluttons to get rid of it. The glut 
is then transferred to homes and to get rid of it here, we 
have the modern-day phenomena of the garage sale. People 
hold these sales all the time, not because they are moving, 
but to make room for more vases, pictures, toys and games. 
Most people's houses are so overstuffed with extra items or 
duplicate items that one missionary on furlough com-
mented, "If I could take back with me to South America 
only the cast-offs of American evangelicals, I would be a 
millionaire perhaps twice over." 
A full closet may be one problem of affluence, but a 
more serious matter is that values easily get confused at 
such a time. Consider the example of the United Presbyte-
rian Women who gathered 4,500 strong for a convention. 
One of the issues they wrangled with was a program to help 
eradicate hunger. No specific action resulted. A special 
offering produced a little over $10,000, yet the women 
spent more than $33,000 in the conference's gift shop for 
jewelry, carvings, handmade clothing and other luxury 
items. 
The July issue of Sharing, official organ of Mennonite 
Mutual Aid Association, states that the bigger concern 
should be that a kind of independent spirit among 
Christians develops when affluence controls action. Inde-
pendent people do not need a neighbor or a brother. Or 
God either. For such people, MMA, which began as a tool 
for brotherhood, becomes simply a "good insurance buy." 
Niebuhr asks, "How can we get a gas-propelled fur-coated 
congregation of prosperous Americans to share the uneasy 
sense over possessions that is so characteristic a note of the 
New Testament?" How can we? 
Reprinted by permission of The Christian Leader. 
News r e p o r t i n g in A m e r i c a is d i s t o r t e d , 
saysSp i ro A g n e w . 
H e hasn' t read Christian Living yet 
Vice-President Agnew's attack on the American news 
media last November held a nugget of t ru th . Bad news 
does tend to dominate today. But wou ld anyone tu rn off 
a l ive, excit ing confrontat ion between angry whites and 
blacks to hear the story of a handful of whi te carpenters 
pound ing nails under supervision of Pittsburgh's Uni ted 
Black Front? 
Christian Living thinks so, and ran an eight-page 
report on Pittsburgh's Hi l l District project in March 1970. 
The most excit ing news today is not exp lod ing on city 
streets. It is wide-awake Christians cool ing off hot streets, 
healing hurt people. 
"Instant analysis of complex prob lems, " cri t icized the 
Vice-President. Wel l , w h o wants to wait half a year t o 
hear a news story? 
Yet Christian Living ran the story of Eastern Mennon i te 
College's $111,000 work-dr ive half a year afterward, c o m -
plete w i th photos, twenty- f ive quotes f rom students and 
leaders w h o helped in the last-minute fund push to make 
a federal grant deadline for the new library, and inter-
pretat ion by seasoned reporter Jim Fairfield (National 
Ceographk's report of the drive only beat Christian 
Living's by a few weeks). 
The complete story takes a l i t t le more t ime. For the 
news of the hour, read your local newspaper. For a quick 
understanding so you can carry on a conversation at 
coffee break tomor row, watch the late news. For the 
meanings behind the news and for the Christian v iewpoint , 
read Christian Living. 
Christian Living, 610 Walnut Ave., Scottdale, Pa. 15683. Sub-
scription price $5.40 per year. 
November 10, 1970 
Religious News 
The National Holiness Association has 
chosen "Aldersgate Ministries" as the 
program name for the total scope of 
cooperative functions between its mem-
ber organizations. This decision issued 
from a special conference held October 
7-9, 1970 in Indianapolis, at which nine 
NHA Commissions and Action Groups 
met to review and plan further their 
cooperative efforts. 
For over ten years various NHA pub-
lishing and mission projects have been 
successfully undertaken cooperatively. 
Aldersgate Ministries have been broad-
ened to include evangelism, education, 
social concern, and laity action, along 
with the former projects in missions and 
in publishing. Participation in each proj-
ect is voluntary and will be determined 
by each member body in accordance 
with its particular needs. 
The distinct Aldersgate Ministries for-
mat will enable the present NHA organi-
zation to conserve its traditional 104 
year-role as a canopy under which all 
bodies holding the Wesleyan-Arminian 
view of Christian holiness may fellow-
ship whether or not they are partici-
pants in the cooperative projects. 
Today's "Miracle" in Soviet Union: 
A "Resurgence of Jewish Feeling" 
A "most remarkable" resurgence of 
Jewish feeling in Russia was likened to 
"one of the miracles of our age" by Dr. 
Immanuel Jakobovits, Chief Rabbi of 
the British Commonwealth, in his Jew-
ish New Year message. He also de-
nounced Russia's intervention in Egypt. 
Dr. Jakobovits referred to the "dire 
straits" of Jews in the Soviet Union 
during the past year and added, "The 
year witnessed further aggravation of 
their plight. But it also brought hearten-
ing evidence of a most remarkable re-
surgence of Jewish feeling and identifi-
cation among Russian Jews-surely one 
of the miracles of our age." 
Catholic "Renewal," Pentecostal 
"Maturity" Held Vital to 
Latin America Christianity 
The future of Christianity in Latin 
America depends upon a renewed Cath-
olic Church and a matured Pentecostal 
Church, a Methodist theologian said in 
Indianapolis. 
The role of the Protestant denomina-
tions is "that of a catalytic agent for 
these two things to happen," said Dr. 
Justo L. Gonzalez, a Cuban refugee who 
is now teaching at Emory University, a 
United Methodist school in Atlanta. 
Statistics for the last 30 to 40 years 
show that many Protestant denomina-
tions have not grown much, he said, 
while some Pentecostal groups have 
multiplied 10 to 20 times. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Selective Service Strives 
To Handle Influx of CO Personnel 
The National Interreligious Service 
Board for Conscientious Objectors 
(NISBCO) learned at its fall meeting, 
September 21, that Selective Service 
expects the number of new I-Ws (consci-
entious objectors at work) to reach 
17,000 during the next year. In 1969 
about 5,000 I-Ws reported to civilian 
work assignments. 
These numbers alone are forcing the 
new administration of Selective Service 
under Director Curtis W. Tarr, to con-
sider revisions in alternate service for 
conscientious objectors. 
Another factor apparently influencing 
forthcoming Selective Service decisions 
is pressure for a national service pro-
gram. Congressman Jonathan Bingham 
(R-N.Y.), has introduced legislation 
which would make all young men eligi-
ble for military or civilian service. The 
choice of service would be voluntary 
except for those selected by the lottery. 
Bible Distribution Reported 
On Rise in East Europe 
"Remarkably heartening" reports on 
Bible Society work in Communist East 
Europe were cited in a statement issued 
in London by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 
The statement contained a detailed 
account of the latest triennial confer-
ence of European Bible Societies held in 
Vienna under the auspices of the United 
Bible Societies. 
It said the conference was attended 
by the representatives of 25 Bible So-
cieties. Representation from Eastern 
Europe was especially encouraging and 
included men and women from East 
Germany , Poland, Czechos lovak ia , 
Hungary, Yugoslavia and Russia. 
Rhodesian Methodists Join Opposition 
To Land Tenure Act, Education Cut 
The Rhodesia Annual Conference of 
the United Methodist Church has 
aligned itself with the 16 other denom-
inations in the country which whole-
heartedly oppose the new Land Tenure 
Act. 
The Land Tenure Act requires church-
es to register as "voluntary associations" 
and makes it illegal for white mission-
aries to work among black people with-
out government permission. Nor can 
Africans enter European areas unless 
they have a permit. 
Fred Holland 
Executive Secretary AEBICAM 
In an effort to upgrade the training of 
national pastors the Association of Evan-
gelical Bible Institutes and Colleges of 
Africa and Madagascar (AEBICAM) has 
recently completed four workshops-in 
Nigeria, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Rhodesia. 
The need to extend Bible training 
beyond the formal boarding school was 
recognized and the urgent need for 
suitable textbooks was noted. A special 
training course for writing programmed 
materials was held. Grace Holland, Zam-
bia, and Nellie Mlotshwa, Rhodesia, 
both teachers in B in C Bible schools 
worked together in these workshops. 
AEBICAM is a continent wide organi-
zation which has among its purposes, 
the publication of a quarterly bulletin;a 
catalog of African evangelical Bible 
training institutions, and an accredita-
tion plan. 
Fred Holland is serving as Executive-
Secretary. 
News in Brief 
Western Evangelical Seminary, Port-
land, Ore., reports a 16% increase in 
enrollment for the fall term. John Fries, 
Jr., is a Brethren in Christ student at 
WES. 
Reports from the five MCC Material 
Aid Centers indicate 62,000 Christmas 
bundles packed and ready for overseas 
shipments. This is. an increase of 5,000 
bundles over 1969. Since trie program 
was begun in 1946, 807,000 bundles 
have been received and shipped by 
MCC. 
The political conditions in Brazil have 
caused questions to be raised as to the 
wisdom of holding in that country the 
Nin th Mennonite World Congress 
scheduled to meet at Curitiba, Brazil in 
July, 1972. The matter is under study 
by the Conference leadership with no 
changes in plan having been made at this 
point. 
A member of the largest MCC orienta-
tion class, held September 1-15, was 
Evan Heise, Kindersley, Sask., who has 
begun a 27-month term of PAX service 
in the Congo. He is a member of the 
Kindersley congregation. 
Three men from Yugoslavia recently 
visited in the province of Ontario seek-
ing information and pictures of Men-
nonites. This interest was a result of aid 
brought to the city of Skopje, Yugo-
slavia, in 1963 when that city was 
devastated by an earthquake. The leader 
of the group stated that the people of 
his country want to know more about 
Christians who helped them during a 
critical time. 
Student Services of the Mennonite 
Church and the MCC Peace Section will 
be prepared at URBANA '70 with per-
sonnel and literature to counsel students 
interested in the peace witness and in 
alternatives to military service. A sem-
inar on war and peace and its relation to 
the missionary witness is also antici-
pated. 
MCC reports, that out of a total of 
641 applications received between Dec 
1, 1969 and Sept. 26, 1970 more than 
one third were from persons not associ-
ated with Brethren in Christ and Men-
nonite churches. Much of this increase is 
due to the Supreme Court ruling permit-
ting a broader base for conscientious 
objectors to war. 
John K. Stoner, pastor of the Bellvue 
Park congregation and Chairman of the 
denomination's Commission on Peace 
and Social Concerns, will be a partici-
pant in a Peace Convocation to be held 




The Tuesday a.m. ladies Bible class that meets in our living room. As 
you can see, we study with interruptions; but it is a wonderful meeting. 
Ten mothers come now—seldom all together at one time. Usually six to 
eight each week. A thrilling experience. 
as related by Thelma Book 
The day the bomb dropped on Hiro-
shima he was standing in line to get on 
the train. The persons just in front and 
just behind him were both killed. He 
was .standing by a pillar of some kind; 
one second sooner or later, he also 
would have been a casualty. As it was, 
he alone of his family and close relatives 
survived. His temple, for the service of 
which he was to be educated, was also 
gone. In those miserable days one thing 
came through clearly to him: in truly 
desperate times Buddhism has no hope, 
no life to offer people. He became an 
atheist. 
After the war, along with other young 
men, he lived in a somewhat communal 
manner in Hokkaido. 1 missed out on 
whether he was there for further study 
to become a priest—for many Buddhist 
priests are atheists—or for work. (This 
wiry little Spirit-filled Pentecostal pas-
tor, with the surprisingly deep, strong 
voice, was a new and unexpected guest 
on the day of our ladies' meeting and I 
had to round up a lunch for our guests, 
besides caring for a little girl so that her 
mother could listen to Mr. Izumi.) 
Those were lean years. When things 
would disappear from the dormitories, 
blame always fell on.those who had no 
family. He was innocent, but he had to 
live under the shadow of these sus-
picions. The "atomic sickness" also 
hung over him continually. 
Unwell, unloved, three times during 
those miserable days he attempted sui-
cide. First: by sleeping pills, but he took 
not, quite enough. Second try: he 
Mrs. Book serves with her husband among 
the Christ/an congregation south of Hagi in a 
small group-Bible study ministry. 
planned to jump in front of the evening 
train, but it did not pass at its scheduled 
hour that day. The third try: he threw 
himself into the sea in bitter cold 
weather. As the icy water pierced him 
he fought his way out. It was too cold 
to die that way. 
He turned desolately toward town. 
Out of nowhere the wind blew a paper 
leaflet against his breast. It clung there 
as he trudged back to his room. Why 
could he not die? He plucked the leaflet 
from his coat front and read, "A Mes-
sage to One Who Has Nothing to Live 
For." 
Izumi-san read the pamphlet and went 
in search of a Christian Church. But the 
people at the church were well-dressed; 
he was shabby . . . He couldn't work up 
courage to go inside; but for several 
days he went and stood outside. Finally 
someone noticed him and invited him 
inside. 
Izumi-san became a Christian! He no 
longer wanted to commit suicide. Read-
ing of Jesus' acts of healing in the 
Gospels and Acts, he knew this living 
Lord would impart His healing today 
also. "If you will heal my body, I will 
spend the rest of my life telling people 
about you," he told the Lord. The Lord 
took him at his word. 
He entered seminary, but his heart 
was burning to tell men and women 
about his Saviour. Restless under the 
study of church history, theology, an-
cient languages, he spent his days and 
evenings on the streets keeping his 
promise to his Lord. Often early in the 
morning he would go to a temple and sit 
in the courtyard. Reared in temple 
precincts, he knew that the anguished 
and heavy-laden make their daily pil-
grimage at that hour: "Mayhap O Shaka 
Samma (Buddha) will see my earnest-
ness and bring relief." Izumi San would 
wait until the pilgrim had paid his 
offering, prayed, and turned to go. 
Then, like Philip the Evangelist, he 
joined himself to that one and said, "I 
can see that you are deeply troubled. 
Let me introduce you to Someone who 
knows the answer to your need." Be-
cause he had studied Buddhist thought 
and understood its concepts, by the 
Spirit of God he took them from where 
they were by Buddhist philosophy and 
introduced them to Jesus. 
On other days he walked the streets 
passing out tracts. He could never forget 
that a pamphlet had led him to the 
Saviour. 
Seminary years completed, he stood 
with others on graduation day but he 
knew that his "diploma" would be only 
a white, blank sheet. He had spent 
almost all his seminary days in personal 
witnessing. He understood that they 
could not affirm for him satisfactory 
completion of requirements. He simply 
had this Word burning in his bones and 
felt he had to get it out. 
We might be tempted to say if he 
could have better endured the discipline 
of those study years, his ministry now 
might have broader influence. Maybe so, 
but you cannot deny that the Holy 
Spirit in this shabby little Pentecostal 
preacher draws irresistibly to Christ. 
He pastors his little flock, but his call 
is like Paul's: 
To preach where no man 
has been before him 
He asked his Lord to direct him to 
unentered fields in Moji. And the Lord 
showed him that though many Christian 
to page ten 
8 November 10, 1970 
1 %&M&V~ 
Group attending Tonga study course. 
If only I could 
—understand what they say . . . 
—adequately express my feelings and 
concerns . . . 
—better understand their culture . . . 
—explain clearly the Bible teaching on 
this matter . . . 
In short: "If only I could communicate 
with the Batonga in their own lan-
guage!" 
It was a desire to do just this that 
prompted 39 Christian workers in 
Zambia to attend the Tonga Language 
Course held at Choma Secondary 
School during the week of August 
23-29, 1970. (Oh, yes, three of the 39 
were the Kipe boys and Dick Brubaker 
—but is it an error to call them Christian 
workers? When does Christian work 
begin? Besides I'm sure they found it 
easier to learn Tonga than some of the 
rest of us and we trust they may be able 
to put it to use . . .) 
Wide diversity of denomination and 
nationality was there, with unity in 
Christ and purpose. The breakdown of 
non-B in C groups was as follows: 
Salvation Army, 6; Pilgrim/Wesleyan, 7; 
Churches of Christ (several branches), 4; 
Anglican, 2. 
Enthusiasm, concentrated study and 
warm Christian fellowship were evident 
throughout the course. The group was 
Cecil Munsanje listens to Group 0 (more advanced) reading Tonga. The students: IVlargaratha 
Erlandsson (Salvation Army) , Marshall and Eleanor Poe, Rachael Duda (Wesleyan). 
divided into five classes: while some 
struggled with noun classes and genitive 
concords, others came to terms with 
verbal derivatives and the formation of 
nouns. While some sought to form 
simple sentences of testimony, the more 
advanced were composing a psalm in 
Tonga! 
Instruction was given by Mary Heisey, 
Graybill Brubaker, Glenn Schwartz, and 
Cecil Munsanje. Cecil is a second-year 
Teacher Training student who gave as-
sistance in the oral classes. A variety of 
Tonga programmes each evening gave 
practical experience in using the lan-
guage. 
Saturday morning found everyone 
taking examinations and the majority 
returned to their mission duties deter-
mined to strive toward greater pro-
ficiency in the language of the people. 
" I did my best to show her the 
WAY." 
—said Matamo Moyo when we visited 
his village several years ago after his 
daughter—in Standard VI, about Grade 
VIII—had died rather suddenly. 
How many Christian parents could 
say that in similar circumstances? 
"I believe the girl was ready to go," 
wrote Eva Mae Melhorn at the time. 
"He seems to be a father who really has 
a burden for his children." 
Now, of his nine living children, three 
girls have been baptized and one is in 
the Inquirers Class. He earnestly desires 
prayer for Willimot, Bheliyase, Atti, 
Oliva, Geriko, and Luka. Shall we not 
pray that the father will have special 
wisdom in showing them the Way? 
Evangelical Visitor 
Something to Live For 
from page eight 
groups engage in hospital evangelism in 
Japan, not one Christian witness has 
penetrated mental hospitals... But Jesus 
said to him, "I am not powerless before 
mental illness. I want my salvation to be 
known by these people, too." 
How to go about it? He asked for 
literature on sharing the Gospel with the 
mentally ill. There was none. He in-
quired here and there if anyone had had 
any experience in this kind of witness. 
No one had. And so Izumi Sensei 
began-just he and the Holy Spirit. 
With fear and trepidation he began 
interviewing the heads of various insti-
tutions for the mentally ill, finding a 
considerable number within reasonable 
distance of his home. He would state his 
earnest desire to minister the comfort of 
Christ to the people under the doctor's 
care. Almost invariably the answer 
came, "That's very kind of you, but 
nothing like that has ever been done in 
this hospital. You must understand that 
these -people are not normal. They 
cannot be helped in most cases. No, you 
are wasting your time." 
What should he do? . . . The Lord had 
told him this was the door he was to 
enter with the Good News. And so he 
persisted until finally one hospital al-
lowed him to come. They told him he 
might speak only with those patients 
who realized themselves to be sick—not 
the paranoid types laboring under syste-
matized delusions. 
How to begin? 
He begins by choosing a great theme 
from the Word—like forgiveness, faith, 
grace, each time speaking on that sub-
ject until they understand. Then he 
takes another one, perhaps love and 
goes through the Bible speaking about 
love. I thought, as he told us, how 
beautifully the Lord has led him. Mr. 
Izumi says the decision of the doctors 
to allow him only those patients who 
realize they are ill was of the Holy 
Spirit. For these are the very people 
who are open to help—who drink in the 
Word. "By myself I would not have 
known that," he said, "but the Lord 
knew and prepared an audience for His 
Word." 
At first, he said, the doctors and 
nurses were very leery of his coming, 
very skeptical. At best their attitude 
was, "It can't do any good, but at least 
it ought not do harm." But now after 
some months of going, how different 
everything is! Some patients have re-
ceived Christ and are definitely im-
proved. Some have gone home. Often 
people of the office and nursing staff sit 
with the patients to sing the hymns and 
hear the Word of God. Even the head 
doctors consult with him about difficult 
cases and ask him to pray. 
After establishing confidence in one 
hospital, word passed among doctors 
and now 16 hospitals are open to 
him—requesting him to come period-
ically. 
On his first visit to a certain hospital, 
where none of the patients knew who 
he was or why he was there, as he was 
making contacts to invite patients to a 
gathering in the recreation room, one 
man standing with his back to Izumi 
Sensei said in a voice of hate, "We do 
not want your message here. You might 
as well go home, for no one will listen 
to you here." 
Izumi Sensei was startled. Then he 
understood that the man was speaking 
under the influence of an evil spirit. "I 
realized then that the powers of dark-
ness know who I am. They are afraid of 
the power of Christ coming to that 
hospital. But I want to tell you those 
words were untrue. Many people in that 
hospital do want to hear and are listen-
ing and being led to faith." 
Below: "Baby sitters" to the children during 
the mothers' class. We now sometimes have a 
woman who helps with the children because 
the girls can not come when we changed the 
day of our meeting. 
Variety 
John R. Sider 
The other day I needed lime. In 
Indian towns certain commodities are 
found only in certain sections—book 
shop section, hardware section, cloth 
shop section, clock repair shop section, 
etc. And so I went to the section where 
lime, coal, cement, and such products 
are available. I was the second customer, 
and soon a third needing turpentine 
came in in a great flurry. The shop 
keeper was flustered with so many 
customers at once, especially when the 
fourth appeared. The fellow who need-
ed the turpentine tried to hurry the 
shopkeeper but only added to the con-
fusion. When he finally laid his head on 
the counter and went to sleep, the 
harassed shopkeeper was considerably 
relieved. 
* * * * * 
Few reliable records are kept and 
some people merely estimate their age 
by their having been born so many years 
before or after the earthquake which 
occurred about 35 years ago. A mason 
working for us occasionally said that his 
father was more than one hundred years 
old. He evidently forgot that a year or 
two ago he told me that his father was 
eighty years old. 
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Ex-addict delights in new way of life 
on Messiah Campus 
"Praise God" 
Les Powell 
Victor Alexenko is a has-been. And he 
couldn't be happier. 
He no longer can "make it" in a world 
of illusions, pain, suffering, passionate 
ups and violent downs—the world of the 
drug user. He "kicked" LSD, other 
"head" drugs and heroin so thoroughly 
that when, in moments of weakness he 
tried them again, "they had no hold on 
me." 
Alexenko, at 32 a sophomore transfer 
student at Messiah College without 
benefit of a high school education, has 
every right to pride. But he brushes it 
off like it was pot, pills or powder. 
Applaud him, and he says, "Praise 
God!" 
"I tried all the (anti-drug) programs in 
this country," he said on the Grantham 
campus. "I wanted desperately to 
change my life. But I was a pretty nasty 
character—defiant, didn't want to hear 
what they said." 
When Victor was 23, a psychologist 
told his mother, "Your son is dead; he 
died when he stuck a needle in his 
veins." 
"I took a look at myself," Victor said, 
"and saw a liar, a thief, a guy who was 
breaking his mother's heart, following 
him from prison to prison." 
But for several more years he re-
mained "hooked." The change came 
while he was in a drug program in San 
Francisco, admittedly making no prog-
ress. 
"Some people there, regardless of my 
condition, showed me they wanted to 
help," he says. "Their desires to help 
went far beyond man's natural desires 
and abilities. When I confronted them 
about this, they said it was the love of 
God. They promised that if I tried 
Jesus, He would change my life, and He 
did." 
With his new life came a cause: 
Helping others kick drugs, steering the 
uninitiated away from them and prais-
ing God, on the campus and in places 
such as God's Mountain, a faith-
centered drug rehabilitation center at 
Rehrersburg, and one of its branch 
facilities, the Teen Challenge center in 
Uptown Harrisburg. 
When Victor tells it like it used to be 
his impact is unmistakable. Large audi-
ence or informal group, he turns them 
on . . . in unison. And he is every bit as 
impressive in a one-on-one setting. 
Victor knew despair long before his 
introduction to heroin. Born in Russia, 
he fled with his mother to Poland after 
his father was arrested and "apparently 
executed" as part of a Communist 
purge. When Poland came under Nazi 
attack during World War II, they again 
fled, spending the war years in Ger-
many. With the war's end, Dame Lib-
erty beckoned, and the Alexenkos im-
migrated to New York City. 
"Ironically," he says, "I didn't start 
taking drugs when we lived in a ghetto 
on the Lower East Side, but later, on 
the tree-lined boulevards of a Long 
Island suburb." 
From his baptism in marijuana and 
then his first hypodermic needle at 13, 
Victor sped on a downhill path. 
"I forged checks for thousands of 
dollars for fixes," he said. 
Fourteen years and countless night-
mares later, the monkey on his back was 
looking for a new perch. But Victor's 
story was far from finished. Nor were 
his struggles behind him. 
Within a year of his drug cure, he 
married, a step he now calls "pre-
mature." 
"I took on too much too soon," -he 
says. "College, a job, marriage, and the 
strain was too much. That's what drugs 
do—make you immature to face life. At 
that time, I was just a baby in Christ. I 
had energy to burn, but then I was 
strictly a 100-yard dash man, not a 
miler." 
So the marriage dissolved after two 
years, and Victor sees virtually no hope 
for reconciliation. "Since my wife and I 
have been separated, more than two 
years, I've seen my daughter (age 2) 
only once," he said. "When I think of it, 
I just cry." 
After the breakup, Victor again shot 
heroin, and experimented with "head" 
drugs. But, "I just couldn't live that way 
anymore." 
Why do some seek out that way of 
life? Victor made these observations: 
—"Some people are so miserable that 
if you tell them, 'This will kill you,' 
they'll do it." 
—"Uncertainty. Where are we going? 
Will there be a world tomorrow? That's 
why there are dropouts." 
—"Emptiness. Kids are not satisfied 
with material things and they expect to 
find enlightenment in drugs." 
—"Purposelessness. Not wanting to do 
anything or be anything, feeling that 
nothing is really worthwhile." 
—"They're looking for God, let's face 
it. Man will do anything to find God if 
it takes his own effort. Then he can say, 
'I did it myself.' " 
Reaching today's drug-oriented youth 
with words of faith is a demanding task, 
Victor says, because "to them, there are 
no absolutes. God is 'your bag.' The 
phrase 'God is dead' means man doesn't 
need God, is sufficient unto himself. 
"I try to tell them there's much more 
to life than chemistry, that they've got 
to train their senses. And that God, 
through the Holy Spirit, exists." 
The writer is a staff writer for the Harris-
burg Evening News. This article appeared in 
the Evening News and is used by permission. 
t Suqqestiong 
Is there someone you know who is not but should be receiving the 
Visitor? 
A son or a daughter in college or employed away from home. 
A former member of the congregation now living elsewhere. 
An aged person who cannot afford to subscribe. 
A neighbor—a doctor's office. 
THIS YEAH SEND A VISITOR 
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A Good Marriage: 
An Achievement 
LaVerna Klippenstein 
At the end of a long day Jim comes 
into the kitchen before supper. He gets 
a drink of milk, slams the refrigerator 
door, and stands in the middle of the 
kitchen. Sue has to go around him six 
times on her way from the sink to the 
stove. 
Suddenly she shouts, "Can't you pos-
sibly stand somewhere else? Do you 
have to drink that milk this very minute 
when I'm trying to get supper?" 
Jim retorts, "Yes, I have to drink this 
milk right now. It's a great thing when a 
man can't come into his own house and 
have a glass of milk." 
What was wrong? Nothing except that 
both Jim and Sue were tired and 
hungry. And since marriage is the most 
intimate and most demanding of all 
adult relationships, conflict was in-
evitable for them. 
In 1870 there was only one divorce to 
34 marriages. Today one out of three 
marriages breaks up permanently. The 
present frequency and legal ease of 
divorce means that many couples who 
could find happiness together if they 
worked at it now turn to divorce and 
continue to be unhappy apart. "Such 
couples," says Judson T. Landis in 
Personal Adjustment, Marriage and 
Family Living, "would be fortunate if 
no divorces were possible." 
It is true that the experiences of early 
childhood can handicap personality 
growth, that all persons may develop 
traits which make it hard for them to be 
good husbands or wives. And it is 
equally true that they can overcome 
these handicaps. 
Two sociologists .who have studied the 
growth and life experiences of many 
young people and adults have said, "We 
do not believe that the early personality 
is so irrevocable as the crack of doom. 
There is certainly no reason for a 
fatalistic view concerning man's ability 
to break the mold of his childhood 
learning." 
Landis adds, "Those who have within 
themselves weaknesses or faults that 
make it hard for them to adjust well in 
marriage can nevertheless have happy 
marriages if they are determined to 
succeed. The important point is that 
they must know that the fault is within 
themselves, not in the marriage, and 
perhaps not in the person they married. 
That is why divorce is not a solution to 
problems." 
12 
D. H. Lawrence wrote of one of his 
characters: "Poor Richard Lovatt wor-
ried himself to death struggling with the 
problem of himself and calling it Aus-
tralia." Similarly some call their mar-
riage problem "incompatibility." 
We rush into marriage with less selec-
tivity than we would give to the choice 
of a secondhand car, and give it less 
conscious attention. The annual physi-
cal checkup for people and cars has 
come to be regarded as almost manda-
tory; marriages deserve the same care 
and attention. For this reason Dr. Don 
Jackson, professor of clinical psychiatry 
at Stanford University Medical School, 
and' William Lederer, coauthor of The 
Ugly American, offer a complete 
psychiatric marriage checkup in their 
recent book Mirages of Marriage. They 
believe this examination can enable 
husbands and wives to identify and 
appraise marital liabilities which can 
then be reduced by therapy. Christians, 
of course, can also seek God's guidance 
through earnest prayer. 
The man and woman who recognize 
the differences between them should 
explore in depth also the "sameness" so 
that these can be utilized to increase the 
solidarity of the marriage. In other 
words, think of a marriage in terms of 
what's right with it, rather than what's 
wrong with it. 
What can we do about problems in 
marriage? In considering a philosophy 
of marriage, we should think seriously 
about several basic points. 
To Work at Marriage 
1. In our search for mates we ought 
not to ask simply, "Do we love each 
other?" but rather, "What can we each 
contribute to marriage?" Romance is by 
its very nature incapable of establishing 
a durable marriage. It is not an act of 
courage but one of absurdity to marry 
someone for life because of a fever that 
lasts two months. The capacity to love 
is developed, not inherent. 
Those who write in our day would do 
a great service by discarding romanti-
cism and showing that the adventure of 
a project undertaken with mutual pur-
pose—apart from the play of emotions 
which come and go like the clouds—is 
the more truthful pattern of the cen-
tury. 
2. Interaction between two people 
involves compromise and sacrifice that 
depends not on the intensity of the 
initial love but on each of the indi-
vidual's capacity to mature through the 
give-and-take of marriage. The surest 
way to achieve genuine and lasting 
happiness in marriage is to realize from 
the beginning that it does not create a 
static relationship between two people, 
but one of mutual and interactive 
growth. 
3.-There are almost as many variations 
and discrepancies between the character 
of husband and wife as there are mar-
riages. Some of these may cause little 
discontent. Others indicate incompati-
bilities which may appear irreparable, 
especially if divorce is accepted as an 
easy way out. 
If marriage is viewed correctly as a life 
partnership in which both must support 
one another against all problems and the 
world outside, every grain of mutual 
knowledge becomes an asset. 
If both husband and wife have a 
strong wish to save their marriage, there 
are few marital difficulties which cannot 
with time and patience be cured or 
ameliorated, no matter how deeply in-
grained or how persistent those diffi-
culties have been. 
4. When we consider all the difficult 
adjustments that people who marry and 
have children have been obliged to 
make, it is not surprising that many 
reach a critical point of wishing they 
could get out from under the accumu-
lated pressures. We are all merely human 
and it is only natural when the demands 
upon us seem too great that we should 
think with longing of the time in our 
lives when there were no such demands 
and responsibilities. 
We can't envy our neighbor because 
his marriage looks more exciting. We 
must remember the Yiddish adage: 
"Everything in one person—nobody's 
got it." 
5. When Jesus said in Matthew 5:4, 
"Love your enemy," He was not just 
suggesting that we make life easier for 
them. He wanted to make life easier for 
us. 
To preserve our mental and physical 
well-being we should refuse to allow 
ourselves to be consumed with bitter-
ness and resentment. Remember the 
Chinese saying, "We are best to our-
selves when we are good to others." 
6. To improve any situation we must 
all start here and now with what we are 
and with the resources at our command. 
The resources for living that we receive 
from Christ provide the foundational 
stability for the marital relationship. 
A good marriage is the mature re-
sponse to obligations. And a successful 
marriage is not a gift. It's an achieve-
ment. 
Reprinted f rom Christian Living. Used by 
permission. 
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REFLECTIONS-- Youth 
Summer Service 70 
The summer of '70 holds particular 
significance for thirty-three Brethren in 
Christ teens. Eager but apprehensive 
they left home for two to four weeks 
going into circumstances quite unfa-
miliar to them. By bus, plane or car 
they traveled throughout Canada and 
the United States. For numbers of them 
it was their first experience of cross 
country travel on public transportation. 
Motivated in part no doubt by a spirit 
of adventure or an interest in meeting 
new people but most of all by a desire 
for positive involvement they gave 
themselves to opportunities for service. 
These are the teens who participated in 
L.R.: Judy Thrush, Bonnie Potteiger, and 
Margaret Leedy, Summer Service team at Life 
Line Mission, San Francisco. 
the Summer Service program sponsored 
by the Commission on Youth this past 
summer. 
The places they served and the duties 
they performed show wide variation. 
They helped with classes for ghetto 
children and youth at Brooklyn, New 
York. They washed pots and pans at 
General Conference. They taught Bible 
School at Hillman, Michigan, and at 
Valley Chapel, Ohio. 
At the Navajo Mission in New Mexico 
they scrubbed floors, took inventory, 
did painting and worked in the kitchen 
and office. They assisted the personnel 
at Life Line Mission in San Francisco, 
California, and at Fellowship Chapel in 
Bronx, New York. 
They served as counselors and kitchen 
helpers at Camp Kahquah in Ontario 
and at Camp Lakeview in Michigan. At 
Mile High Pines Camp in California they 
helped with maintenance—building a 
garage, planting trees and cleaning brush 
from the area. 
Of course not all the time was spent 
in work. There was time for relaxation 
and recreation; time for sight-seeing, or 
swimming, or a trip to the seashore, or 
even hunting jack rabbits. And there 
was time for developing new friend-
ships. 
Following are brief excerpts from the 
reports of the teens themselves as they 
reflected upon their experience: 
Carol Heise, "You see things to be 
done, so you do them." 
Linda Chubb, "We faced a few trying 
experiences on the way home but I 
think they strengthened my faith and 
trust in God." 
Ruth Long, "It was tiring, but a lot of 
fun." 
Joan Bauder, "Doing dishes is always 
more fun away from home." 
Bob Rodgers, regarding the staff, 
"They were all really beautiful people." 
Elaine Lehman, "After a couple of 
days it seemed like I had known every-
one for a long time." 
Karen Grove, "It wasn't bad and I 
needed the experience of some hard 
work." Regarding her teammates "We 
hit it off right and had a really fabulous 
time." 
Brenda Waddell, "I like the mission 
people very much. They are good 
honest Christians and a pleasure to work 
with . . . I only hope I have done some 
good." 
David Starr, "Had my devotions on a 
stump in front of the cabin." 
Gwen Lehman, "The kitchen is where 
you spend the next 3Vi hours." 
Carol Chubb, "I made lo.ts of new 
friends." 
Pat Steinmetz, '.'Flying is great and 
coming home with my family was even 
greater." 
Sue Potteiger, "I enjoyed every 
moment of my summer service and I 
would very much like to do it again." 
Margaret Leedy, "The workers were 
simply wonderful . . . I thought there 
would be a lot more work." 
Judy Thrush, "I didn't get homesick 
once believe it or not. It made you feel 
good when you knew you were need-
ed." 
Virginia Evans, "We especially learned 
how whites and blacks can get along. 
The most important day in my term of 
Summer Service was when I taught our 
class about the resurrection . . . we 
asked if they had questions and boy 
they were full of them. One boy asked 
who invented God and I said 'God 
always was, always is and always will 
be.' I had a wonderful term of service." 
Donna Knepper, "Although I have 
always felt it would be nice to be a part 
of the Summer Service program I had 
never dreamed it could be such a beauti-
ful experience and have such an impact 
on my Christian life. Thanks . . . for 
allowing me the privilege of being a 
counselor. It is an experience that I will 
not soon forget." 
Bob Rodgers, "Thank you for this 
term which I have just completed. I 
loved the whole thing. . . I hope and 
pray that I can tell the kids at church 
about it with enough enthusiasm that 
they might try it." 
' Watch for information regarding Summer Service '71 . 
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News of the church 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
H. S. Seniors Should Apply 
Paul L. Snyder, director of admissions 
of Messiah College, has announced that 
high school seniors should apply now 
for admission to the College. "It appears 
that spaces will be filled very early for 
the 1971-72 school year especially for 
women students," he said. Also, the 
Admissions Office selects students on a 
"Rolling Admission Plan." This plan 
allows decisions on admission to be 
made when all the applicant's creden-
tials are complete. 
President Announces Gift 
D. Ray Hostetter, president of Mes-
siah College, has announced a pledge of 
$100,000 from Mr. and Mrs. William H. 
Nelson of Mechanicsburg in the fund 
drive for the proposed Jacob F. Eisen-
hower Campus Center at the college. 
Nelson, a Harrisburg realtor, is a 
member of the Eisenhower Memorial 
Committee, which has been raising 
$500,000 for the new $2 million center. 
The dining room in the Campus Cen-
ter is to be named in honor of Lottie M. 
Nelson, the wife of William Nelson. Mrs. 
Nelson is a native of Bowmansdale. In 
her youth she worked in a food process-
ing plant at Grantham owned by Samuel 
R. Smith, the first president of Messiah 
College. 
Director of Public Information: 
Dr. D. Ray Hostetter, president of 
Messiah College, has named Haydn Gil-
more as director of public information 
at the college. 
Gilmore is a graduate of Temple 
University, Philadelphia, Penna., where 
he majored in philosophy and of the 
Dallas Theological Seminary where he 
earned the master of theology degree. 
Gilmore has served Methodist churches 
in northeastern Pennsylvania and has 
taught English and philosophy at Key-
stone Junior College, La Plume, Pa. 
Mr. Gilmore recently completed re-
quirements for the master of arts degree 
at the School of Journalism of Syracuse 
University located at the Newhouse 
Communication Center, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Appointment to Faculty 
Robert P. Markham has joined the 
faculty as Associate Professor of Re-
ligion. Markham is a graduate of the 
University of Denver and Drew Univers-
ity School of Theology. 
Dr. Markham comes to Messiah from 
Salem College where in 1969 he was 
chosen as "Professor of the Year." He 
has done editorial work of a text of the 
Greek New Testament under Dr. Eugene 
A. Nida and Dr. Bruce Metzger. 
He is an ordained minister of the 
United Methodist Church. 
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE 
The Carlisle congregation hosted the 
Annual WMPC Conference for the Alle-
gheny Conference, October 13, when 
over 300 women met. A very good 
convention was reported. Isabel Lehman 
is president of the Carlisle WMPC. The 
offering for the day amounted to 
$604.29. 
The F a i r v i e w Avenue Church, 
Waynesboro, reported the attendance of 
52 at their Sunday School Workers' 
Banquet. Rev. Paul McBeth was the 
guest speaker. 
Adventure in Faith 
Nearly two years ago, Charles Lenker 
in- a lesson for the combined Grantham 
adult department, provided the spark 
that sent Danny Keefer and Avery 
Heisey looking for a new field of service 
for the Grantham congregation. Sunday, 
September 13, saw the fruition of this 
vision when the Dillsburg Brethren in 
Christ Church held its initial service 
with 101 present. 
The Calvary Evangelical United Breth-
ren Church in Dillsburg became vacant 
as a result of a merger with the local 
Methodist Church. Not every vacant 
church should be opened, but many of 
the Grantham congregation live in this 
area, and knew of many unchurched 
friends and neighbors that might attend 
a local community church. 
In a miraculous way the Grantham 
congregation rallied to support the fi-
nancial needs which this venture en-
tailed. One of the truly encouraging 
things was the attendance of some on 
the first Sunday that had not previously 
gone to any church. Already the congre-
gation has had the privilege to share the 
burdens of some for whom the Lord 
only has the final answer. The possibil-
ity of such opportunities were the main 
reason for venturing in opening this 
extension church. 
Cedar Springs Sponsors Walkathon 
On Saturday, August 29, thirty-one 
children, youth and adults participated 
in a 15 mile walkathon, sponsored by 
the Crusaders, to raise money for the 
Cedar Springs Church Building Fund. 
Everyone walked the entire distance 
including Kendra Robb, the youngest 
(age 7) and Mrs. Grace Whitesel, the 
oldest (age 70). Danny Falls, one of the 
Christ's Crusaders, completed the hike 
in the least amount of time, 3 hours and 
20 minutes. 
Prior to this date each participant 
acquired sponsors to contribute a desig-
nated amount of money for each mile 
he would walk. 134 individuals from 
numerous geographical locations and 86 
businesses in the community gave 
$3,500.00 toward this project. 
L.R. Mrs. Grace Whitesel, member and oldest 
participant in Walkathon; Clarence Brubaker, 
pastor of the Cedar Springs-Good Will Chapel 
circuit; Max Bossert, member of the Pennsyl-
vania General Assembly and a sponsor of the 
Walkathon. 
The Cedar Springs and Good Will 
congregations have for a number of 
years been moving toward the goal of 
building a new edifice, at which time 
the two congregations will merge. Ne-
gotiations are now being conducted to 
decide upon the building's design. 
Correction: The first item under Allegheny 
Conference in the October 10 issue reports a 
Family Life Conference sponsored by the 
Antrim Church. This should have read "The 
Air Hill Church." Our apologies.-Editor 
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 
The Bellevue Park Church held a 
Spiritual Life Retreat at Camp Hebron, 
Pa., Sept. 25-27. Some of the topics 
shared were "Spiritual Inventory" and 
"Jesus: The Evangel and the Evangel-
ist." There were small group discussions 
also. The Sunday morning speaker was 
Rev. Ray Curry. John K. Stoner is the 
pastor of this church. 
A Missionary Conference was held at 
the Mt. Pleasant Church, Oct. 3 and 4. 
Saturday evening Rev. and Mrs. Howard 
Wolgemuth gave an account by word 
and pictures of the beginning and 
growth of the work in Nicaragua. Sun-
day morning Bishop and Mrs. Alvin 
Book spoke of the "New Life for All" 
training and prayer groups among the 
national Christians in Rhodesia and 
Zambia, Africa. Sunday evening Rev. 
and Mrs. Harold Stern showed a film of 
the Matopo Mission Secondary School 
at work. Charles and Martha Starr, 
recently returned from two years VS 
teaching in Zambia, sang "So Send I 
You." Rev. Harry Bert is the pastor of 
this church. 
The Third Annual Women's Retreat 
for the Atlantic Conference was held 
Oct. 3 at the Conoy Church with Mrs. 
Thata Book, Mrs. Maybelle Kanode, and 
Miss Evelyn Poe as the main speakers. 
The theme was "Faith in Action." 
Much hard work made the building 
commodious for Christian education 
and worship. A week before the opening 
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it seemed impossible that the building 
would be ready; a large group "spent 
Labor Day laboring for the Lord, and 
the necessary things were completed. 
The opening service was climaxed by 
a charge to the congregation by Henry 
Ginder. Mr. Jan Wiley, local attorney 
representing the United Methodist 
Church, told of his personal spiritual 
crises and growth in this church and his 
hope that the future will witness much 
of the same. The United Methodist 
pastor and board have given help and 
encouragment for this venture. 
CANADIAN CONFERENCE 
Rev. Frank Wellington of Willowdale, 
Ontario, ministered in a "Kid's Cru-
sade" Sept. 20-25 at the Bridlewood 
Church. Attendance on Sunday evening 
the 20th was 60 increasing to 268 adults 
and children on Thursday, Sept. 24. The 
average attendance in the six-day cru-
sade was 210. 38 decisions were regis-
tered for Christ. There were about 60 
prospects for Sunday school. October 
25 was youth Sunday in the Bridlewood 
Church, planned with a sermon by 
Robert Climenhaga as the new youth 
director. This was followed by a recep-
tion-congregational luncheon for the 
Climenhagas. 
CENTRAL.CONFERENCE 
Dr. Revell Quigley, pastor of the 
Hyde Park Congregational Church of 
Los Angeles, California was the speaker 
at the Amherst Community Church, 
Massillon, Ohio, October 11. 
Dr. L. Morse Weimer, president of the 
Christian radio station WFCJ-FM, was 
the guest speaker at the Highland 
Church Sunday morning, Oct. 11. On 
Oct. 18 Miss Jackie Sweet, area director 
of Child Evangelism, was the guest 
speaker. 
The Nappanee Church had as a special 
speaker for Rally Day, Rev. Don Shafer 
who spoke on the theme, "What Are We 
Doing in Sunday School?" A noon meal 
was served following which an open 
forum was held to discuss the congrega-
tional reorganization plan. Richard 
Zercher, son of Rev. and Mrs. John 
Zercher, was recently elected Student 
Council President of Northwood High 
School. 
On the evening of Oct. 6 the Com-
mencement of the Licensed Practical 
Nurses class was held in the Rolling 
Acres Church, at McMinnville, Tennes-
see. The address was given by Rev. 
James Vandiver of the Westwood 
Church of Christ. A Youth Rally was 
held on Oct. 3 with about 50 young 
people present for fun, food and fellow-
ship. The film, "Fast Way Nowhere" 
spoke to each on the matter of living for 
Christ now. 
MIDWEST CONFERENCE 
The three Dickinson County Brethren 
in Christ Churches are preparing a joint 
Church Directory. 
Rosebank Church reports encouraging 
growth in the Sunday school: The Octo-
ber average in 1963 was 35; in 1969, 64. 
On Oct. 14 the Men's Fellowship of 
the Zion Church met for supper and a 
program sponsored by the Evangelism 
Committee. The speaker was Rev. Ed-
ward Rickman. 
Mrs. Robert (Phyllis) Carlson has been 
appointed to the Bethel College Board 
of Directors. Mrs. Carlson, a graduate of 
Upland College ('53), is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hershey of the 
Upland congregation. 
PACIFIC CONFERENCE 
A Spiritual Life Conference was held 
in the Upland Church Sept. 13, with 
Bishop A. M. Climenhaga as the speaker 
in both morning and evening services. 
The following week: Monday Dr. G. L. 
Johnson spoke in the fellowship hall on 
Stewardship; Dr. Climenhaga and Bish-
op Alvin Book spoke at the Tuesday 
evening service as well as the Wednesday 
evening service. Thursday and Friday 
evenings the services were held at the 
Chino Church. 
On Sunday morning Oct. 4 the Chino 
Church featured a 4-H Sunday with a 
welcome to Chino Busy Farmers. Pastor 
Charles Rickel spoke on the theme "A 
Balance of the Four H's." The attend-
ance was around 200. 
BIRTHS 
Bontrager: Ronald Lee, born Oct. 18 
to Rev. and Mrs. Devon Bontrager, 
pastor of the Bethel Community 
Church, Cassopolis, Michigan. 
Burkholder: David Bradley, born Sept. 
24 to Mr. and Mrs. Harold Burkholder, 
Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Crawford: Cheryl Liane, born Oct. 10 
to Mr. and Mrs. James E. Crawford, 
Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Derr: Voletta Grace, born Oct. 2 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Derr, Mt. Pleasant 
congregation, Pa. 
Garling: Camilla Jo, born Aug. 13 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Garling, Jr., Para-
mount Church, Hagerstown, Md. 
Gish: Dawn Louise, born Sept. 29 to 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edgar Gish, Jr., Fairland 
congregation, Pa. 
Harry: Jarrette Martin, born Sept. 4 
to Mr. and Mrs. John Harry, Pleasant 
View congregation, Red Lion, Pa. 
Keller: Ray Lane, born Sept. .27 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Keller, Palmyra 
congregation, Pa. 
Osborne: Andrea Lea, born Sept. 8 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Harley Osborne, Bridle-
wood congregation, Ontario. A grand-
daughter for Rev. and Mrs. Earl M. 
Sider. 
Winger: Katrina Elaine, born Sept. 28 
to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Winger, Jr., 
Free Grace congregation, Pa. 
WEDDINGS 
Asper-Hess: F. Elizabeth, d. of Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry M. Hess, Mt. Joy, Pa., 
and Norman T. Asper, Messiah Chapel, 
Harrisburg, Pa., April 4, Rev. Paul Z. 
Hess, brother of the bride, officiating, 
assisted by Rev. Leroy G. Yoder. 
Bryson-Ridge: Ruth Virginia, d. of 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ridge, Hagerstown, 
Md., and Richard Theodore, s. of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Bryson, Chambers-
burg, Pa., Sept. 19, Rev. J. Ralph 
Wenger officiating. 
Barfoot-Cober: Phyllis, d. of Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl Cober, Fordwieh, Ontario, and 
Douglas, s. of Mr. and -Mrs. Edwin 
Barfoot, Owen Sound, Ontario, Sept. 5, 
in the Fordwieh Church, Rev. W. Shel-
don Wilson officiating. 
Halbleib-Getz: Frances Mae, d. of Mr. 
and Mrs. Isaac Getz, and John Edward 
Halbleib, s. of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Halbleib, Cross Roads Church, Oct. 8, 
pastor Roy Peterman officiating. 
Mann-Hager: Nancy, d. of Mr. and 
Mrs. Arnold Hager, and Dennis Mann, s. 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ethan Mann, both of 
Grantham, Pa., Oct. 3, Grantham 
Church, Rev. LeRoy B. Walters officiat-
ing, assisted by Rev. Clark Hock. 
Miller-Wengerd: Priscilla, d. of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Wengerd, Orrville, 
Ohio, and Glenn, s. of Noah Miller, 
Apple Creek, Ohio, Pleasant View 
Church, North Lawrence, Ohio, Dr. 
Archie Penner, pastor of the Sippo 
Church officiating. 
Oldham-Campbell: Dorothy K., d. of 
Mrs. John Campbell, Harrisburg, Pa., 
and Eugene R., s. of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 
K. Oldham, New Cumberland, July 4, 
Messiah Chapel, Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. 
Preston Parthemer officiating, assisted 
by Rev. Leroy Yoder. 
Rudy-Adams: Janet K., d. of Mr. arid 
Mrs. Dale Adams, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
and Thomas' C , s. of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbur Rudy, Dillsburg, Pa., Sept. 22, 
the Grantham Church, Rev. LeRoy B. 
Walters officiating. 
Smith-Herr: Carol Ann, d. of Leon 
Herr of Dillsburg, Pa., and Mrs. June 
Herr, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Harry M. 
Smith, s. of Mrs. June Musser, French-
ville, Pa., Sept. 26 in the Mechanicsburg 
Church, Rev. Glenn G. Hostetter of-
ficiating. 
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Between Brethren 
Quest ions 
J. N. Hostetter 
Questions are a militant part of conversational life. They 
play a unique role in the field of human relations. Many a 
conversation is helped on its way by a mere question. It 
becomes a frequent substitute for otherwise proverbial 
silence. For want of something else to say, we ask a 
question. 
This is a questioning age. Questions are being asked that 
church and society of decades ago would have frowned 
upon. Church, traditions, morals, methods, ministries; no 
area of life is exempt. 
The issue is not whether we agree, the more important 
aspect is how we react. Authoritarianism has never been as 
successful as its advocates would like to feel. Silence has 
too often been misinterpreted—taken for consent when 
rebellion was the fact. Many a teen-ager's silence has been 
thought to be acquiescence, while inner turmoil was simply 
marking time. When the day of self-expression did come, 
then authority wanted to ask questions but ears by then 
were deaf. 
An important question: how do I as a church leader react 
to questioning? Ivory towers are presently only imaginary 
castles. A leader who is not listening will soon discover that 
his voice is being tuned out. What do I say, when pressed to 
"please explain!" Do I face questions squarely or evasively. 
Questions are usually sharp and discerning. They readily 
read us for logic and sincerity. 
Christian workers some years ago raised some questions 
with their administrator. Following the interview, the 
workers inquired; "What do you think he was trying to 
say?" 
Situations give rise to questions. It- is in the context of 
spiritual stress that the Apostle Peter says; " . . . and be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
fear." (I Peter 3:15). Here are people reacting in a difficult 
setting in a manner that is not readily understood. They 
were to plainly state the basis of their behaviour. What 
"hope" did these Christians possess, inspiring them to 
"suffer for righteousness sake." They had excellent logic 
for showing a willingness to suffer. 
Questions that pertain to personal faith and trust should 
be answered with ease. To "hold the Lord Christ in 
reverence in your hearts," (NEB) speaks of personal 
commitment and devotion. This makes a personal faith 
meaningful and one can speak with assurance and faith of 
the inner dimension of Christian experience. 
Questions that pertain to conscience have more of a 
personal perspective. For the church to strive for a 
collective conscience, or to let one man's conscience be the 
determination for the group, leads more often to bondage 
than to the liberty which is found in Christ. Answering 
questions which are conscience related, calls for an under-
standing of Biblical principles rather than mere tradition or 
dogma. 
Some newly born-again persons who have experienced 
forgiveness of sins and sensed a witness of the Spirit within, 
have been plunged into frustration and confusion by well 
meaning Christians seeking to play the role of developing 
the conscience. This is not only harmful, it is wrong. Divine 
leadership as exerted through the Holy Spirit in conviction 
of sin, impartation of the Divine nature, and granting a 
sense of Divine presence should not be replaced with 
human aspirations of well meaning Christians. 
Questions are myriad in the field of tradition and 
administration. Pat answers are few. Leadership tends to get 
a bit uneasy in this area of questioning. Questions are too 
often interpreted as criticism. This is unfortunate. No one 
person is the impersonation of wisdom itself. "In the 
multitude of counsellors there is safety." 
Questions surrounding traditions can be opportune mo-
ments to interpret what is not otherwise understood. This is 
not a generation that will follow for the sake of following, 
or keep practicing routine that too often is an end in itself. 
A young lady, raised in a very traditional setting, was 
making frequent reference to her wonderful heritage. After 
listening to her oft reference to this significant and 
wonderful background, she was asked to explain. This she 
could not do. She was emotionally impressed traditionally 
but ill-prepared to communicate a gospel message or 
witness. 
The Brethren in Christ Church's basic structure is that of 
a Brotherhood. Our survival and church growth rests with 
our ability to communicate Christ and fellowship as a 
Brotherhood. The more we can avoid the identity of 
institutionalism, the better we will be able to serve Christ 
and humanity in the Seventies. 
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